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EPSOM AND EWELL
Minutes of the Meeting of the COUNCIL of the BOROUGH OF EPSOM AND
EWELL held at the Main Hall, Epsom Playhouse on 19 July 2021

PRESENT The Mayor (Councillor Peter O'Donovan); The Deputy Mayor (Councillor Clive
Woodbridge); Councillors Arthur Abdulin, John Beckett, Steve Bridger, Kate Chinn,
Christine Cleveland,
Monica Coleman,
Alex Coley,
Nigel Collin,
Neil Dallen,
Hannah Dalton, Chris Frost, Liz Frost, Bernice Froud, Rob Geleit, David Gulland,
Previn Jagutpal, Eber Kington, Steven McCormick, Lucie McIntyre, Debbie Monksfield,
Julie Morris, Bernie Muir, Barry Nash, Phil Neale, David Reeve, Humphrey Reynolds,
Guy Robbins, Clive Smitheram and Alan Sursham
Absent: Councillors Robert Foote, Luke Giles,
Jan Mason, Chris Webb and Peter Webb

Christine Howells,

Colin Keane,

The Meeting was preceded by prayers led by the Mayor’s Chaplain

12

ACTIVE CITIZEN AWARD
Prior to the start of the meeting, former Mayor Councillor Humphrey Reynolds
addressed the Council to announce that the Active Citizen of the Borough of
Epsom and Ewell 2021 had been awarded to Mr Mike Reeves, in recognition of
outstanding voluntary service to the community of Epsom and Ewell. Mr Reeves’
exemplary actions and hard work had helped the charity Love Me, Love My Mind
to keep serving the community during the challenges created by the Covid-19
pandemic.

13

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
The following declarations were made in relation to items on the agenda:
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Motions
Councillor Neil Dallen, Other Interest: In the interests of openness and
transparency, Councillor Neil Dallen declared that he is a trustee of the Epsom
Repair Cafe.
Motions
Councillor Nigel Collin, Other Interest: In the interests of openness and
transparency, Councillor Nigel Collin declared that he is a trustee of the Epsom
Repair Cafe.
Motions
Councillor Phil Neale, Other Interest: In the interests of openness and
transparency, Councillor Phil Neale declared that he is a trustee of the Epsom
Repair Cafe.
14

MINUTES
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 18 May 2021 were agreed as
a true record and the Mayor was authorised to sign them.

15

MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS/BUSINESS
The Mayor announced the sad passing of Barbara Wood, who acted as consort
to her brother former Councillor and Mayor David Wood during his year as
Mayor.
The Mayor also announced the sad passing of Jane Mary Frazer, who was
Mayoress to the former Councillor and Mayor Cyril Frazer during his year as
Mayor.
The Council observed a minute’s silence in remembrance.
The Mayor made a number of announcements relating to noteworthy virtual and
in-person events which he had attended over the past 2 months.

16

QUESTIONS
One question (Question 1) had been addressed to the Chair of the Environment
and Safe Communities Committee, and one question (Question 2) had been
addressed to the Chairs of the Licensing and Planning Policy Committee and
Environment and Safe Communities Committees. A written response to Question
1 had not been published in the agenda. A written answer to Question 2 had
been published in the agenda.
As a written response to Question 1 had not been published in the agenda, the
Mayor invited the Chair of the Environment and Safe Communities Committee to
provide a verbal response at the meeting.
Councillor Neil Dallen, Chair of the Environment and Safe Communities
Committee expressed apologies that there was not a written response to
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Question 1 included in the published agenda, and explained that as the response
to the question had related to 2 separate Council services, additional time had
been required to provide the correct information. Councillor Dallen then provided
a verbal response* to Question 1.
Two supplementary questions were asked at the meeting and answers were
given by the relevant Committee Chair.
*note: a written response to question 1 was also published as a supplement to the
agenda.
17

CHAIR'S STATEMENTS
Council received written statements from the Chair of the Community and
Wellbeing Committee and Chair of the Environment & Safe Communities
Committee.
1 question was asked relating to the statements and responded to by the
Committee Chair.

18

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE AUDIT, CRIME & DISORDER AND SCRUTINY
COMMITTEE 2020/21
The Council received the Annual Report of the Audit, Crime & Disorder and
Scrutiny Committee 2020/21 in accordance with the requirements of Article 6 of
the Council’s Constitution.
Councillor Steve Bridger MOVED the recommendation in the report.
Upon being put, the recommendation was CARRIED with a majority vote in
favour.
Following consideration, it was resolved to:

(1)
19

receive the Annual Report of the Audit, Crime & Disorder and Scrutiny
Committee 2020/21.

SUBMISSION FOR BOROUGH WARDING ARRANGEMENTS
The Council received a report requesting it to approve the submission to the
Local Government Boundary Commission for England consultation, on Warding
Arrangements in the Borough.
Councillor Hannah Dalton MOVED the recommendations in the report.
Upon being put the recommendation was carried with a majority vote in favour.
Accordingly, it was resolved to:
(1)

Approve the submission on Warding Arrangements, as set out in
Appendix 1 and 3 to the report;
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(2)

Delegate to the Chief Legal Officer in consultation with the Chair and
Vice Chair of Strategy and Resources and the Chair of the Electoral
Review Task & Finish Group, any changes to the Warding
Arrangements submission (Appendix 3 to the report) as may be
necessary;

(3)

Authorise the Chief Executive to submit the Council’s Submission on
Warding Arrangements (Appendix 3 to the report) to the Local
Government Boundary Commission for England.

MOTIONS
Council received two Motions submitted under FCR 14 of Part 4 of the Council’s
Constitution.
Motion 1: “Support the Climate and Ecological Emergency (CEE) Bill”
The Council resolved by a majority vote to consider this Motion at the meeting. In
pursuance of the Council’s Rules of Procedure, Councillor Neil Dallen MOVED
and Councillor Julie Morris SECONDED the following Motion:
“Humans have already caused irreversible climate change, the impacts of which
are being felt in the UK and around the world. Global temperatures have
increased by 1.2°C from pre-industrial levels and the natural world has reached
crisis point, with 28% of plants and animals currently threatened with extinction.
Unless we drastically change course, the world is set to exceed the Paris
Agreement’s safe 1.5°C limit. Pledges like the Paris Agreement and updated
emissions targets are not legally binding. The gap between pledges and policies
leaves the world on course for catastrophic warming of near 3%. As the 2018
report by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) made clear,
every half a degree makes a world of difference: severe climate impacts with
1.5°C of warming, such as extreme weather patterns causing flooding and heat
waves, get significantly worse with 2°C. According to the IPCC, limiting heating
to 1.5°C may still be possible with ambitious action from national and subnational authorities, civil society, the private sector and local communities.
The UK is one of the most nature-depleted countries in the world and more than
one in seven of our plants and animals face extinction and more than 40% are in
decline. We have lost 95% of our hedgehogs. The UK needs a legallyenforceable nature target so that by 2030 nature is visibly and measurably on the
path of recovery, in line with the Global Goal for Nature and the Leaders' Pledge
for Nature .
Council notes that:
Many local authorities are playing an important role in the UK taking action to
achieve net zero carbon emissions, and to protect and revitalise local wildlife and
natural habitats.
Parliament in May 2019 declared an Environment and Climate Emergency.
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There is a Bill before Parliament—the Climate and Ecological Emergency Bill
(published as the “Climate and Ecology Bill”), which, if it became law, would
require the government to develop a strategy to address the emergency. For
more information visit web site www.ceebill.uk.
Council therefore resolves to:
1. Support the Climate and Ecological Emergency Bill through the Council’s
Climate Change Action Plan;
2. Write an open letter to Chris Grayling MP (shared with our residents
through local and social media) urging them to sign up to support the Bill,
or thanking them for doing so; and
3. Write to the CEE Bill Alliance, the organisers of the campaign for the Bill,
expressing its support (joinus@ceebill.uk).”

A correction to resolution 2 of the Motion was provided by Councillor Neil Dallen.
This read as follows (corrections marked in bold):
“2. Write an open letter to Chris Grayling MP (shared with our residents
through local and social media) urging him to sign up to support the Bill,
or thanking him for doing so; and”
Upon being put the motion was CARRIED with a majority vote for it.
Accordingly the Council resolved:
Humans have already caused irreversible climate change, the impacts of
which are being felt in the UK and around the world. Global temperatures
have increased by 1.2°C from pre-industrial levels and the natural world
has reached crisis point, with 28% of plants and animals currently
threatened with extinction.
Unless we drastically change course, the world is set to exceed the Paris
Agreement’s safe 1.5°C limit. Pledges like the Paris Agreement and
updated emissions targets are not legally binding. The gap between
pledges and policies leaves the world on course for catastrophic warming
of near 3%. As the 2018 report by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) made clear, every half a degree makes a world of
difference: severe climate impacts with 1.5°C of warming, such as extreme
weather patterns causing flooding and heat waves, get significantly worse
with 2°C. According to the IPCC, limiting heating to 1.5°C may still be
possible with ambitious action from national and sub-national authorities,
civil society, the private sector and local communities.
The UK is one of the most nature-depleted countries in the world and more
than one in seven of our plants and animals face extinction and more than
40% are in decline. We have lost 95% of our hedgehogs. The UK needs a
legally-enforceable nature target so that by 2030 nature is visibly and
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measurably on the path of recovery, in line with the Global Goal for Nature
and the Leaders' Pledge for Nature .
Council notes that:
Many local authorities are playing an important role in the UK taking action
to achieve net zero carbon emissions, and to protect and revitalise local
wildlife and natural habitats.
Parliament in May 2019 declared an Environment and Climate Emergency.
There is a Bill before Parliament—the Climate and Ecological Emergency
Bill (published as the “Climate and Ecology Bill”), which, if it became law,
would require the government to develop a strategy to address the
emergency. For more information visit web site www.ceebill.uk.
Council therefore resolves to:
1. Support the Climate and Ecological Emergency Bill through the
Council’s Climate Change Action Plan;
2. Write an open letter to Chris Grayling MP (shared with our residents
through local and social media) urging him to sign up to support the
Bill, or thanking him for doing so; and
3. Write to the CEE Bill Alliance, the organisers of the campaign for the
Bill, expressing its support (joinus@ceebill.uk).

Motion 2: “Repair café”

The Council resolved by a majority vote to consider this Motion at the meeting. In
pursuance of the Council’s Rules of Procedure, Councillor Arthur Abdulin
MOVED and Councillor Previn Jagutpal SECONDED the following Motion:
“Epsom Repair Café’s purpose is to protect and safeguard the environment for
the public benefit through the promotion of repair and re-use of products as a
means of preventing and minimising waste disposal.
Epsom Repair Café was due to launch in January but Covid restrictions have
delayed the launch. Repair cafes started in the Netherlands and have spread
into many countries.
Their aim is to support reduction in waste by repairing items rather than seeing
them thrown away. They are run entirely by keen volunteers who in many cases
are also experienced and competent technicians.
Council notes that:
a) Epsom Repair Café is a registered charity with the charity commission;
b) Epsom Repair Café aims to be self-financing and has already been sponsored
financially by both Go Epsom (the Epsom BID) and Suez (who run SCC waste
disposal)
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c) Epsom Repair café has over 30 volunteers and supporters from the local
community.

Council therefore resolves to:
i.
ii.

Recognise and encourage the Epsom Repair Café as a part of its climate
change action plan;
Endorse and approve the work of the Epsom Repair Café

Upon being put the motion was CARRIED with a majority vote for it.
Accordingly the Council resolved:
Epsom Repair Café’s purpose is to protect and safeguard the environment
for the public benefit through the promotion of repair and re-use of
products as a means of preventing and minimising waste disposal.
Epsom Repair Café was due to launch in January but Covid restrictions
have delayed the launch. Repair cafes started in the Netherlands and have
spread into many countries.
Their aim is to support reduction in waste by repairing items rather than
seeing them thrown away. They are run entirely by keen volunteers who in
many cases are also experienced and competent technicians.
Council notes that:
a) Epsom Repair Café is a registered charity with the charity commission;
b) Epsom Repair Café aims to be self-financing and has already been
sponsored financially by both Go Epsom (the Epsom BID) and Suez (who
run SCC waste disposal)
c) Epsom Repair café has over 30 volunteers and supporters from the local
community.

Council therefore resolves to:
i.
ii.

Recognise and encourage the Epsom Repair Café as a part of its climate
change action plan;
Endorse and approve the work of the Epsom Repair Café.

Following the Council’s resolutions with regard to the above Motions, Councillor
Eber Kington raised a point of order relating to the procedure followed in
response to a proposed amendment to Motion 1. Councillor Kington stated that
the movement of an amendment to Motion 1 had not been permitted during
debate as it had not been submitted in advance of the meeting in writing, but that
there was not a requirement within the Constitution that amendments to Motions
had to be submitted in such a manner. The Mayor noted Councillor Kington’s
comments.

The meeting began at 7.30 pm and ended at 8.35 pm
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COUNCILLOR PETER O'DONOVAN
MAYOR
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